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A round-up of global research
news, including Sure Start’s impact

‘What we’re seeing now is probably just the start of long overdue change’, we wrote

in the journal nearly six years ago when covering health inequalities for women.
In 2022, the journal heard from an expert that ‘we simply cannot keep marginalising

women’s health at the back of the cupboard’. Yet in 2025, here we are asking why

women are still having to deal with undiagnosed gynaecological conditions, untreated

maternal mental health issues, struggles in the workplace and unequal care. As our
cover feature on page 22 states, not only is it time to finally prioritise women’s health,

but doing so would benefit everyone - even the UK economy.
We would be interested to hear of your experiences - in a personal or professional

capacity - on the inequalities you’ve witnessed. On the topic of unequal care, the
assisted dying bill currently going through parliament has brought into sharp focus

the poor state of end-of-life care. Can a new commission address the shortfalls that
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are leaving people, their
families and practitioners
to struggle? (See page 12).
To ensure you stay on
top in an ever-challenging
landscape, put November’s
Unite-CPHVA Annual
Professional Conference
in your diaries (page 10).
Elsewhere, we hear from
Scotland’s interim CNO on
her determination to drive
forward change (page 16).
Please continue to
share your reflections and
practice insights as always.

X twitter.com/CommPrac

Non-member subscription rates

Individual (single use) £75
Institution (single use) £159
Unlimited £949

Subscription enquiries may be made to
OI580 883844, cp@c-cms.com

The journal is published on behalf of
Unite-CPHVA by Media Shed,

West Wing, Beater House, Turkey Mill,
Ashford Road, Maidstone, Kent

MEI4 5PP

Editorial advisory board

Obi Amadi Pippa Atkinson
Barbara Evans Meury Febres
Laura Gibney Ethel Rodrigues
Christopher Sweeney Janet Taylor

Editorial team

Editor Aviva Attias

Assistant editor Lauren Billings
Sub-editor lan McMillan

Executive editor (Unite) Ethel Rodrigues
Clinical editor Pippa Atkinson

Lead designer Mark Collins

Publisher lan Carter
ianc@media-shed.co.uk

Advertising
Ronnie Drag O20 3745 6815
Ronnie@media-shed.co.uk

Recruitment
Tim Porter O20 3137 2406
timp@media-shed.co.uk

Unite health sector officers

National officers Jacalyn Williams

and Richard Munn

Lead professional officers Ethel Rodrigues
Gavin Fergie Obi Amadi Jane Beach

and Dave Munday

COMMUNITY PRACTITIONER | MARCH / APRIL 2025

© 2025 Community Practitioners’ and
Health Visitors’ Association

ISSN 1462-2815

The views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of the editor nor of
Unite-CPHVA.

Paid advertisements in the journal do
not imply endorsement of the products
or services advertised.

Any Unite-CPHVA member wishing to
change their contact details must get
in touch with their local Unite office.



	Community Practitioner
	Contents
	Welcome
	See your work here
	News in numbers
	News at a glance
	Public health

	News at a glance
	Professional update

	News in Depth
	Big story
	Dying well


	Reflection
	‘We’re not going to let the grass grow under our feet’

	Reflection
	Rights at Work
	Invest in the NHS


	REFLECTION
	Get research active

	Cover Story
	Facebook for health visiting?
	Sophie Uzelac, Leana Gater and Tracey Long report on a service evaluation of a health visitor servic

	Practice
	Part 2
	Assessing  alcohol harm 


	Reflection
	MACQUENN BURSARY 2025

	Back to Basics
	Shingles

	The Evidence
	Research digest

	The Evidence
	  Research: abridged version   
	Exploring health visitors’ experiences of supporting the mother-infant relationship


	Professional Pause
	Empowering movement

	Featuring soon



